ESSAY in.               THE  AGE   OF  PROGRESS.                         149

to the unlooked-for operation of a venerable constitu-
tional form, the Royal Speech at the commencement
of each Session. Once it was the King who spoke,
now it is the Cabinet as the organ of the party who
supports it ; and it is rapidly becoming the practice
for parties to outbid one another in the length of the
tale of legislation to which they pledge themselves in
successive Royal Speeches.

There is undoubted danger in looking upon
politics as a deeply interesting game, a never-ending
cricket-match between Blue and Yellow. The prac-
tice is yet more dangerous when the ever-accumulat-
ing stakes are legislative measures upon which the
whole future of this country Is risked ; and the
danger is peculiarly great under a constitutional
system which does not provide for measures reform-
ing the Constitution any different or more solemn pro-
cedure than that which is followed in ordinary
legislation. Neither experience nor probability
aifords any ground for thinking that there may be
an infinity of legislative innovation, at once safe and
beneficent. On the contrary, it would be a safer
conjecture that the possibilities of reform are strictly
limited. The possibilities of heat, it is said, reach
2,000 degrees of the Centigrade thermometer; the
possibilities of cold extend to about 300 degrees
below its zero ; but all organic life in the world is
only possible through the accident that temperature